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The word went out, and Rican words came streaming in. About a year ago, with the
millenium fast approaching, an informal call went out that we were compiling a selec-
tion of recent writings by Puerto Ricans in the diaspora for publication in the Centro
Journal. Far beyond expectations, we received submissions from nearly fifty writers,
Most of them are young and unpublished, and many of them were unknown to us.
Works poured in from many places, not just the Bronx, El Barrio and Loisaida in New
York but also Springfield (Massachusetts), Philadelphia, Chicago, San Francisco,
Minneapolis and Madison (Wisconsin), among many other sites, including New Jersey
and Connecticut. We were, of course, thrilled at the abundance and rich creativity of
the present-day generation of Boricua writers, but at the same time overwhelmed at
the prospect of trying to arrive at a selection that would fit in the allotted pages. It
would not be possible to include all of the writers, nor all of the work they submitted.

Our review process resulted in the following sampler. Though we were forced to
omit nearly half of the contributors, we feel the selection is representative of the many
themes and styles now evident among the present generation in widely different set-
tings. We noted the resonance with the well-known Nuyorican writers of previous
years, such as Pedro Pietri, Victor Hernandez Cruz, Sandra Maria Esteves, Tato Laviera,
and others, and the continuities in the diaspora experience and expression are evident,
But there are also new concerns and voices, perspectives and languages that are more
typical of recent years. It is clear, first of all, that many of the texts were intended for
oral presentation and performance, as spoken word and rap rhymes have become so
prevalent among creative Latino youth in our generation. More than half of the sub-
missions, and the inclusions, are by women, and women’s struggles and sensibilities are
very striking in many of the works.

Issues of “race” and sexuality are also prominent, as is the abiding reality of ongoing
colonialism in Puerto Rican life. Many of the writings are concerned with the person-
al and political importance of Puerto Rico, and with the relation to African Americans
and to other Latinos. Puerto Rican identity today is indeed complex, and we have tried
to be inclusive of the multiple backgrounds and diversity of experience given voice in
the submitted writings. And throughout, whether explicitly or implicitly, the question
of language — English, Spanish, Spanglish—is of paramount interest and importance.

We hope that you enjoy this sampler as much as we have enjoyed compiling it and
maintaining contact with the writers. We thank all of them for their collaboration with
us, and voice once again our regrets to those not included in the present project. The
dynamic response encourages us to begin thinking of a follow-up publication, where
we hope to include a much wider representation of the many fine young Puerto Rican
writers entering the scene in the new millenium.

The word is still out, and more showcases of New Rican creativity are on their way.
iPa’lante!

Jorge Matos Valldejuli and Juan Flores
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